Western Kentucky University

TopSCHOLAR®
WKU Archives Records

WKU Archives

4-2010

UA35/1 Doers & Deeds, Volume 7, Issue 16
WKU Provost

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records
Part of the Education Commons
Recommended Citation
WKU Provost, "UA35/1 Doers & Deeds, Volume 7, Issue 16" (2010). WKU Archives Records. Paper 1731.
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/1731

This Newsletter is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in WKU Archives Records by an
authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact topscholar@wku.edu.

"Back of the deed was the doer, back of the doer, the dream:' - H.H. Cherry, Founding President

tive teaching behaviors, is systematic,
motivational, and cares about students.
Deere was recognized for his involvement in the continuing education efforts
of the Division of Extended Learning and
Outreach at WKU.
Donna Renaud, an instructor in WKU's
Department of Communication, was
honored by the International Listening
Association with the prestigious ILA
Special Recognition Award during their ,
31 st annual convention. She served as
Volunteer Coordinator at the convention
and, as lead planner, provided the last
of the training opportunities required for
those completing listening certification.

Institute for Citizenship &Social Responsibility grand opening
•

WKU has celebrated the grand opening of its new Institute fot Citizenship &
Social Responsibility (ICSR). Renovated
space in the Garrett Conference Center
will serve as the home for a program
dedicated to engaging and challenging
students to be agents of change in their
communities. It is designed to encourage students to think critically, serve
generously, and lead responsibly. The
three co-directors are Paul Markham,
Saundra Ardrey, and Eric Bain-Selbo.
Terry Shoemaker will serve as the program coordinator for the new institute.
The ICSR is open to all students, faculty,
and staff who are interested in developing community, citizenship, and civic
engagement in the WKU community.

The Southern Region of the Association
for Continuing Higher Education (ACHE)
has awarded the Outstanding Faculty
award to Randy Deere, Professor in the
WKU College of Health and Human
Services. The Association presents this
award to an outstanding faculty member
from ACHE South who models effec-

WKU Block and Bridle Club, along with
team captain Celeste Laurent, have won
the first College Aggies Online program.
The nationwide competition was sponsored by the Animal Ag Alliance and
American National Cattle Women, Inc.
to help college students utilize social
medial tools to share agriculture's story.
They were the top-scoring club and
Laurent, a junior animal science and
journalism major from Princeton, was
the top-scoring individual.

Neil Budde and Al Cross, both WKU journalism
graduates and former editors of the College Heights
Herald, were among the 2010 inductees into the
Kentucky Journalism Hall of Fame. They were
inducted with five others at a luncheon in Lexington.

WKU Owensboro facility dedication

Robyn Swanson , a Music professor at

WKU, was invited to present a workshop entitled "Inclusive Early Childhood
Creative Arts Curriculum" at the International VSA Festival to be held in Washington, D.C. This event is held every five
years at venues around the world, with
only a few workshop proposals being
selected for presentation. Swanson represented the United States as a workshop presenter at the 1995 festival held
in Brussels, Belgium. Each year, nearly
7 million people participate in VSA
programs through a nationwide network
of associates and in 54 countries around
the world. The organization is an affiliate of the John F. Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts.
Western Kentucky University's Owensboro campus finally has its own home.
A ribbon cutting and open house were
held to dedicate the new facility. WKU
President Gary Ransdell, Daviess JudgeExecutive Reid Haire, WKU-Owensboro
director Gene Tice, and U.S. Representative Brett Guthrie took the opportunity
to celebrate the partnerships that have
been essential to completing construction of the first building on the 27 -acre
campus site. According to Dr. Ransdell,
WKU has partnered with Owensboro
and Daviess County governments,
Kentucky Wesleyan College, Brescia

University, and Owensboro Community and Technical College to improve
the education and quality of life for the
Owensboro region. The 30,OOO-squarefoot building contains 16 classrooms
(eight with interactive video capability),
electronic library, computer lab, bookstore, conference room, and a conference center.

Don Swoboda

The University Continuing Education
Association (UCEA) has awarded the
Walton S. Bittner Service Citation for
Outstanding Service to Don Swoboda ,
current and founding dean of the WKU
Division of Extended Learning and
Outreach. This recognition is a national
award given to express appreciation to

an association member for outstanding service to continuing education at
their institution, and service of major
significance to UCEA. Swoboda has been
in the field of outreach and continuing
education for more than 40 years and
has been an active member of UCEA
for more than 20 years. The award was
presented at the association's national
conference in San Francisco.
WKU further extended its international
reach by signing an agreement to become the first Kentucky home of the
Confucius Institute. The university was
selected based on the strength of its
proposal, the coordinated efforts of the
university along with city and county
leadership, and the personal commitment and support of WKU President
Gary Ransdell and Provost Barbara
Burch. The addition of the Confucius
Institute will serve as a platform to
promote Chinese language acquisition
and cultural exchange throughout the
Commonwealth and serve as a resource
for the region. Among other functions,
it will engage in local outreach, provide teacher training and certification,
strengthen library holdings of scholarly
work on China, and work with the Sichuan International Studies University in
Chongqing, China to offer student and
faculty exchange programs.

Katherine Hale, a 2007 WKU graduate from Nicholasville,
will be spending eight months in Argentina as a recipient of
a 2009-2010 Fulbright English Teaching Assistantship (ETA)
grant. Hale, an Honors College graduate who majored in
Spanish, German, and Religious Studies, received one of 15
Fulbright grants available to teach English in Argentina. From
March to November, she will be working as a language assistant at the Universidad Nacional de Villa Maria. Since the
teaching load is not
full-time, Hale will
also take part in
supplementary projects and activities
that will involve her
in local communities.
Derrick Johnson, a
WKU junior mathematics major
from Louisville,
has been selected
for a prestigious
summer program
at Carnegie Mellon
University in Pittsburgh. He has been
accepted to the Carnegie Mellon Summer
School in Logic and Formal Epistemology.
More than 800 applicants competed for
30 highly competitive spots. The t~ree
week summer program is for promising
undergraduates in philosophy, mathemat~
ics, computer science, linguistics, and
other sciences. The goal is to introduce
students to cross-disciplinary fields of
research at an early stage in their career
to forge lasting links between the various
disciplines.

Derrick Johnson

Sarah Schrader of Warren County, a student at the Carol Martin
Gatton Academy of Mathematics and Science, received a perfect score on the Preliminary SATINational Merit Scholarship
Qualifying Test. The test measures critical reading skills, math
problem-solving skills, and writing skills. She tests herself
daily with challenging classes and research projects through
the Chinese Language Flagship program and HHMI National
Genomics Research Initiative at WKU.

U.S. Senator Mitch McConnell helped
WKU dedicate the region's premier lab,
which offers cutting-edge education,
research, and workforce development
opportunities in automation, robotics,
simulation, and animation. The departments of Architectural and Manufacturing Sciences, Computer Science, and
Engineering share the use of the facility,
located in the WKU Environmental Sciences and Technology Building. Senator
McConnell has secured almost $6 million in federal appropriations over the
past three years for WKU's Ogden College of Science and Engineering. Nearly
$2 million of those funds have been
used for the lab and its equipment.

There were more
than 700WKU
students who
participated in the
Up 'til Dawn Finale
for the st. Jude's
Children Hospital
held at the Preston
Center. The event
was held all night
until dawn with
the idea being
that "cancer never
Robyn Swanson, WKU MUSic Education
.sleeps so neither
professor and Graduate Program advido we." It was
sor, along with Rebecca Fields and Megan
a celebration of
Puckett, both WKU graduate choral music
fundraising efforts
Senator Mitch McConnell at lab workstation
education assistants, were accepted
made throughout
by the Ferenc Liszt Academy of MUSic and zoltan Kodaly
the school year. The Executive Board consisted of 35 WKU stuPedagogical Institute of Music in Kecskemet, Hungary. They
dents and was led by Executive Director Cory Gearlds, a senior
attended their Mini-Tour of Pedagogical Training and observed
nursing major from Tompkinsville, and Co-Assistant Directors
at the P-12 Kodaly School. The WKU Department of Music has
Aaron Pawley, a senior economics major from Elizabethtown,
established a graduate music education program partnership
and Lyndsey Crumpton, a sophomore marketing major from
with the LisztlKodaly Pedagogical Institute.
Glasgow.

WKU's Office of Diversity Programs and the Depal bnent of Modem Languages presented
a Celebration of the Bicentennial Anniversary of Latin American Nations. Internationally
acclaimed guest speakers reflected on important issues related to the independence of
Latin American countries from Spain.
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•

In 2009, Joey Coe and
Patrick Stewart became
the first ever Udall Scholars at Western Kentucky
University. Coe, a junior at
WKU, has been honored
for a second time as a
Udall Scholar. He was the
only one in the 2010 competition from Kentucky.
Students are selected by a
review committee of the
Udall Foundation, which
JoeyCoe
is an independent federal
agency that was established by Congress to provide federally funded scholarships for college students intending to
pursue careers related to the environment. Coe's first Udall

scholarship went towards participating in the Semester at
Sea study abroad program, which uses a ship as its traveling campus. While aboard, he worked with Bernie Strenecky, WKU scholar-in-residence and Director of Service
Learning for Semester at Sea, to form an environmental
club and help institutionalize service learning.
A solar-powered robot designed and built by WKU electrical engineering students won the Hardware Competition
in the 2010 IEEE Southeast Conference held in Charlotte,
North Carolina. WKU was among 44 colleges and universities from the southeastern united States and Jamaica that
competed in the event hosted by IEEE, the nation's largest
electrical engineering professional organization. The focus
was on renewable energy and the use of green energy in
autonomous vehicles. Teams had to create a robot that
could transverse a set course of obstacles and terrain with
only "solar" energy for fuel.
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